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Arson 
investigation
Officials investigating 
early morning car fire as 
arson. See page 5
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RTHS fall sports 
teams begin 
practices 
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Little Miss 
Peanut crowned 
Friday night 
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815-562-8787
www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

08112019
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

Heated Leather, low miles, one 
owner. #P6758 $20,429*

BRAKE AND ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

$34.95*
Includes removing wheels, inspect brake pads 
& rotor condition, inspect calipers and hoses, 
inspect suspension components, inspect tire 

wear & pressures & Hawkeye Quick Align check.

AIR CONDITIONING CHECK

$79.95* 
Includes evacuate and recharge system,  

1 pound of freon and A/C dye.

* Plus tax and shop supplies.

815.562.5571
central-bank.com

Our Central focus is YOU!

Member FDIC •Equal Housing Lender
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
STAFF WRITER

HILLCREST — The 
Hillcrest Village Board 
added a new member 
Wednesday evening, unan-
imously voting in favor of 
naming Hillcrest resident 

Renee Kerwin, who will 
serve a two-year term, to 
an open trustee position. 

“Renee and her husband 
have lived here since my 
family and I moved here 
and I think she will be 
a great addition to the 
board,” Village President 

Jason Fore said.
The village will soon be 

adding security cameras 
outside Village Hall after 
a recent incident involving 
minor vandalism of the 
former village police car. 

See VILLAGE page 4

BY JOHN SHANK
PUBLISHER

ROCHELLE — A special dog train-
ing facility will soon be operating on the 
west edge of town after Rochelle City 
Council members approved a request 
from Eloy and Claudia Cervantes to 
lease out space at their trucking com-
pany to a professional dog trainer.

The facility will be located at 2000 
W. 8th Ave. and the south end of 20th 
Street near Lawnridge Cemetery.

Don Blair, a CIA K9 dog trainer from 
Sycamore, explained to the Rochelle 

Planning Commission that he trains 
K-9 detection dogs and also does train-
ing for recreational K-9 Nose Work 
competitions.

According to Blair, no dogs will be 
housed at the facility overnight at any 
time.

“Owners and dogs would come for 
their training sessions and then go 
home,” he stated at a meeting in June. 
“It’s a great location and people will 
come if we offer a good facility and 
staff.”

See COUNCIL page 5

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN
STAFF WRITER

BRUSH with Kindness, a program 
launched by Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County, recently built a new ramp 

leading into the home of two Rochelle residents. 
BWK is a program that provides services 

such a painting, landscaping and minor exterior 
repairs for lower income homeowners. This year 
alone, they are completing four to five different 
projects all throughout Ogle County and this was 
one of the first. 

Hub City Senior Center officials reached out 
to the Habitat leaders about completing this ramp 
for the homeowner’s wife.

“The wife had recently been in the hospital 
and the husband was very concerned about her 
mobility and being able to get her in and out 
of the house without having a ramp already in 
place,” explained Vanessa L. White-Broome, ex-
ecutive director of Habitat for Humanity of Ogle 
County.

She began speaking with the family and get-
ting measurements in July. The work took about 
three weeks to complete, and it was just finished 
this last Friday. All of the funding for the project 
came from the Rochelle Area Community Founda-
tion.

White-Broome said the project could not have 
been completed without the help from the founda-
tion and the senior center. 

“I want to put a thank you out to The Rochelle 
Area Community Foundation because without 
them we wouldn’t have been able to serve this 
family or do another project in Rochelle because 
these funds are so important for us,” she added. 
“We also appreciate getting the referral from the 
senior center there in Rochelle.

Prior to this ramp being built, the couple had to 
use a smaller ramp that was located on the side of 
the house. It was much smaller and did not work 
very well for access into the home. The new ramp 
is much bigger and is now located on the front of 
the house leading in to the main entrance. 

“I actually went out met the homeowner and 
took some pictures and followed up last Thursday 
and he was just elated,” White-Broome said. “He 
was happy it came together so quickly and he was 
glad we were really able to help them with the 
situation.” 

This was one of the first projects of the year 
to be completed within Rochelle. Habitat for 
Humanity has more smaller scale projects in the 
works for Rochelle, but nothing has been finalized 
yet. 

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County is also 
looking for more board members, if anyone is 
looking to serve on the board of volunteers they 
can contact White-Broome by e-mail at vanes-
sawhite82@yahoo.com or by phone at 815-440-
6598.

A brush of 
kindness

Renee Kerwin was sworn in as a Hillcrest Village Board trustee Wednesday night.

Kerwin on board

K9 training facility 
gets green light

Randy Wagner and 
Tom Grimes Sr.

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 
STAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – City of Rochelle leaders 
will be holding a town hall meeting this 
Monday at 6 p.m., to discuss the possibility 
of marijuana dispensaries operating in town.

The meeting will take place at the city 
council chambers and will be run by the 
city manager and the city staff. The public 
is encouraged to attend to voice its opinions 
on the issue, and there will also be a chance 
for attendees to write down questions that 
will be addressed by the staff.

There will be no decisions made at 
the meeting as the main goal is to inform 
residents about the new laws and get their 

feedback on the topic. 
“It is an opportunity for local citizens 

to voice their opinions one way or another 
regarding the subject of cannabis being 
offered through dispensaries in our local 
community,” explained Rochelle Mayor 
John Bearrows. 

During the meeting, possible state laws 
and city regulations will also be discussed. 
Whether the response from the community 
is positive or negative, the city thinks it is 
important to hear a variety of viewpoints 
from community members before any 
decisions are made.  

“We were elected by the people to rep-
resent them and that is what this meeting is 
for, to get their opinions,” added Bearrows. 

Marijuana talks Monday

Fatal accident Friday
ROCHELLE — Rochelle Police 

investigated a fatal accident that took 
place Friday morning at a local industry.

Emergency personnel were called to 
Coated Sand Solutions, 1951 Steward 
Road, a short time before 11 a.m. Friday.

It was reported that a male subject 
from Chana was on the side ladder of 
a rail car on the east side of the facility 

when he was pinned between the rail car 
and a parked semi-truck.

The man was transported by ambu-
lance to Rochelle Community Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. As of 
press time, his identity had not been 
released by officials.

Ogle County Coroner Lou Finch is 
expected to conduct an autopsy Monday.


